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Purpose

The Annual Listing of Obligated Projects (ALOP) provides public information regarding
the obligation of federal transportation funds in the Metropolitan Planning Area. This list
details information such as project names, amount of funding spent, date on which the
funding was spent, and other relevant information for the public and decision makers
on transportation transactions in the MPA.
The ALOP is a requirement of metropolitan planning areas, per Code of Federal
Regulations §450.334:
a) In metropolitan planning areas, on an annual basis, no later than 90
calendar days following the end of the program year, the State, public
transportation operator(s), and the MPO shall cooperatively develop a
listing of projects (including investments in pedestrian walkways and
bicycle transportation facilities) for which funds under 23 U.S.C. or 49
U.S.C. Chapter 53 were obligated in the preceding program year.
b) The listing shall be prepared in accordance with § 450.314(a) and shall
include all federally funded projects authorized or revised to increase
obligations in the preceding program year and shall at a minimum
include the TIP information under § 450.324(e)(1) and (4) and identify,
for each project, the amount of Federal funds requested in the TIP, the
Federal funding that was obligated during the preceding year, and the
Federal funding remaining and available for subsequent years.
c) The listing shall be published or otherwise made available in
accordance with the MPO’s public participation criteria for the TIP.
Through cooperation with the DOTD and FHWA, the Alexandria-Pineville MPO
responds to the directive developing a list of transportation projects obligated
throughout the MPA for the previous Federal Fiscal Year (October 1st thru September
31st). The FHWA defines obligation as the federal government’s legal commitment
(promise) to pay or reimburse the states or other entities for the federal share of a
project’s eligible costs. Thus, an obligated project is one that has been approved by
the federal government for reimbursement, though not necessarily reimbursed yet.
Obligated projects were not necessarily initiated or completed in this year. The
obligated project cost reflected in this report also may not equal final project cost.
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Alexandria-Pineville Metropolitan Planning
Organization (AP-MPO)

The Alexandria-Pineville Metropolitan Planning Organization (AP-MPO) is housed under
the Rapides Area Planning Commission as the designated Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for the Alexandria Urbanized Area (UZA). Metropolitan planning
organizations serve to conduct and lead a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive
transportation planning process. To make the transportation planning process
cooperative and collaborative, elected officials from jurisdictions within the urban area
and major transportation providers are members of AP-MPO. The mission of AP-MPO
is to provide a forum for cooperative decision-making in support of an excellent
regional transportation system.

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

The TIP is a financially constrained four-year program outlining the most immediate
implementation priorities for area transportation projects, carrying out the goals and
vision of AP-MPO’s long range transportation plan, the Metropolitan Transportation
Plan (MTP). It serves to allocate limited financial resources among the various
transportation needs of the community and to program the expenditure of federal,
state, and local transportation funds. To receive federal highway or transit funds, a
project must be included in the TIP.
The TIP is developed through a collaborative process in which each jurisdiction or
federal recipient of transportation funds is given the opportunity to submit projects to
be considered for placement in the TIP. No project can receive federal funds unless it
appears in the TIP.

Public Involvement

The AP-MPO aims to proactively engage the public in the transportation planning
process and embraces federal requirements that MPOs provide the public with
complete information, timely public notice, full public access to key decisions, and
early and continuing involvement in developing the LRTP, TIP, and other products.
Public involvement strategies include presenting information and educating the public,
continually soliciting public input, helping information flow between the public and
decision makers, and considering and responding to public concerns.
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Obligation Report

A brief description of each project is provided. The obligation is the federal share for
that TIP project in the federal fiscal year. The obligation amounts for each of the
projects are added up to show the total obligation by project phase.
While federal funding is included in this report, local or state funds are also reported in
most cases. In FY2020, federal funding was distributed through the following funding
categories:
•

Demonstration Projects (DEMO) funding refers to line items, for each individual
project, within the past transportation authorizations (i.e., ISTEA, TEA-21,
SAFETEA-LU, but not MAP-21) that explicitly devotes funding to the line-item
project utilizing funds from any number of programs (i.e., STP, HSIP, IM, etc.)
sources.

•

Emergency Relief Program (ER) is an FTA program, established under MAP-21
legislation, that aids public transit operators in the aftermath of an emergency or
major disaster. The program helps states and public transportation systems pay for
protecting, repairing, and/or replacing equipment and facilities that may suffer or
have suffered serious damage due to an emergency, including natural disasters
such as floods, hurricanes, and tornadoes.

•

Equitable Bonus (EB) provides funding to states based on equity considerations.
These include a minimum rate of return on contributions to the Highway Account of
the Highway Trust Fund, and a minimum increase relative to the average dollar
amount of apportionments under TEA-21.

•

Federal Bridge Replacement On/Off System (FBR) are federal funds used for the
replacement, rehabilitation or widening of any federal aid facility on- or off-system.

•

FTA Section 5307 funds are used for capital, operating assistance, preventive
maintenance, and planning purposes for mass transportation improvements in
urbanized areas.

•

Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP/HSIPPEN) provides funding to
achieve a significant reduction in traffic fatalities and serious injuries on all public
roads through the implementation of infrastructure-related highway safety
improvements.

•

National Highway Performance Program (NHPP/NHPP-E) supports the
condition and performance of the NHS; provides support for the construction of
new facilities on the NHS; and ensures that investments of federal-aid funds in
highway construction are directed to support progress toward the achievement of
performance targets established in a state's asset management plan for the NHS.

•

National Highway System (NHS) funds improvements to the dynamic roadway
system that can change in response to future travel and trade demands which
includes the interstate system, as well as other roads important to the nation's
economy, defense, and mobility.
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•

Recreational Trails Program (RTP) provides funds to the States to develop and
maintain recreational trails and trail related facilities for both non-motorized and
motorized recreational trail uses.

•

Rail Cost Adjustment Factor (RCAF) is an index used for the adjustment for
inflation in long-term railroad contracts, rate negotiations, and transportation
studies, computer quarterly.

•

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) funds infrastructure-related projects that will
substantially improve the ability of students to walk and bicycle to school, such as
sidewalk improvements, traffic calming and speed reduction improvements,
pedestrian and bicycle crossing improvements, on-street bicycle facilities, off-street
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, secure bicycle parking facilities, and traffic
diversion improvements near schools. These funds also may be used for public
awareness campaigns and outreach to press and community leaders; traffic
education and enforcement near schools; student sessions on bicycle and
pedestrian safety, health, and environment; and funding for training, volunteers, and
managers of safe routes to school programs.

•

Surface Transportation Program (STP>200K / STP<200K / STP<5K) provides
flexible funding that may be used by States and localities for projects to preserve
and improve the conditions and performance on any Federal-aid highway, bridge
and tunnel projects on any public road, pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, and
transit capital projects, including intercity bus terminals. Within the metropolitan
area, funds may be used for roadway reconstruction, rehabilitation, traffic
operational improvements, bicycle / pedestrian facilities, and studies. Funding may
also be used in areas with a population of 5,000 or less on roads functionally
classified as minor collectors.

•

Surface Transportation Program Transportation Enhancements (STP ENH) is
flexible funding that may be used by states and localities for projects to preserve
and improve the conditions and performance on any Federal-aid highway, bridge
and tunnel projects on any public road, pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, and
transit capital projects, including intercity bus terminals.

•

Surface Transportation Program (STP FLEX) is a flexible funding category used
to fund roadway reconstruction, Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) projects, or
bridge/interchange work.

•

Surface Transportation Program Rail Hazard Elimination and Highway
Crossings Protective Devices (RAIL HE/PD) are safety set aside funds that
provide programs to reduce the number and severity of crashes at public highwayrail grade crossings (Section 130) and correct or improve hazardous locations,
sections, and elements on any public road, public surface transportation facility, or
public bike/pedestrian path or trail.
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Technical Terms

Various tables, figures, and project tracking sheets within this report include the
following technical terms to describe and aid in understanding the projects.
• Funding source refers to the category of funding source for the primary source of
funds.
• Project number/phase shows a combination of the project number assigned by LADOTD and phase: Phase 1 Feasibility; Phase 2 Environmental; Phase 3 Right of Way
(ROW); Phase 4 Relocation (Utility); Phase 5 Design (Engineering); and Phase 6
Construction.
• Project description shows a brief description often referenced by a local street,
road, or highway.
• Percent of federal share refers to the funding split of federal to local/state funds.
For examples, 80% means the federal share is 80% of the project cost and local/
state funds make up the remaining 20%.
• Federal funds are the federal share from the federal government to complete the
project (obligation).
• Total cost shows the total cost for the project’s given phase.
• FHWA transaction date refers to the date funding was obligated during the 2020
federal fiscal year (FFY20).
• Advance construction funds refer to funds the state of Louisiana advanced in place
of federal funds for that phase. Negative numbers show money that was deobligated. In some cases, it is money that the state advanced construction with state
funds and now the state funds are removed, and the federal funds are added.
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Annual Listing of Federally Obligated Projects Fiscal Year 2020 (Highway) - By Funding Category
The tables below are based on records obtained from LaDOTD, FHWA, and FTA, as AP-MPO does not directly participate in the obligation
process.
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This report was prepared in cooperation with the USDOT, including FHWA and FTA, as
well as the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. The opinions,
findings, and conclusions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and
not necessarily those of the Rapides Area Planning Commission, the Federal Highway
Administration or the Federal Transit Administration.
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